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1 Pe r. iv. 10. 


As every Man hath received the Gift, 


even ſo miniſter the ſame one to 
another, as good Stewards of the 
manifold Grace of God. 


HE Chriſtian Church is repreſent- 
ed in Holy Scripture, as a Myſti- 
cal Body, having, like the natural 
nes EE Body, many Members, ſome of 
higher Rank, others leſs honourable ; but all 
of them ſo tempered; together, and contrived 
for the Beauty and Service of the whole, 


that no one of them can ſay to another, II c. xii. 


have mo. Need of you ; and that on Account of 
their mutual Relation: to, and Dependance 
upon each other, they ſhould all have /ach 

A 2 Care 


4 The Uſefulneſs and Excellency _ 


2 — 


Ver. 25. Care one for another, that whether one Mem- 
ber " ſuffer, all ſhould ſuffer with it, or one 

Ver.26. Member be honoured, all ſhould rejoice with 
it. | 


Tus Meaning of which figurative Deſcrip- 
tion is plainly this: That Chriſt's Church is a 
Society, whoſe Members have not only 4 
i Cer. xii, Diverſity of ſpiritual Gifts, but an unequal 
Share likewiſe of the good Things of this 
World ; and that therefore to promote the 
Happineſs of the whole, it is required that 
thoſe among them who are proſperous, ſhould 
i The. v. comfort the Afflicted; that the Strong ſhould 
; bear with the Infirmities. of the Weak; and 
71. % that ſuch as are rich in this World, ſhould be 
ready to give, and glad to difiribute, out of 
their Plenty, a reaſonable Proportion, to re- 

lieve the Neceſſity of thoſe in Want. 


Tr1s Injunction was - obſerved by the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians with a Degree of Liberality, 
ſuitable to the Zeal of pious Men, living 
in unſettled 'Times, and under Perſecution. 
They were generally of Opinion, that the 
World was then very near at an End; and 
that the ſecond Coming of their Lord, which 
they were daily expecting, would make their 
Condition ſuch as ſhould not be liable to any 

fu- 
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future Wants. And this inclined them to 
part freely with what they had; to make 
one Stock for the whole Society, and enjoy all 
Things in common ; they who had Land, ſel- 
ling it, as we read, and bringing the Money, 
and laying it at the Apoſtles Feet. 


IT is true indeed that ſuch a Method of 
enjoying all Things in common, tho practicable 
among ſmall Numbers or Societies, is not fo 
proper for, nor can well conſiſt with the 
Proſperity or Welfare of whole Nations ; and 
therefore the Practice beforementioned is to 
be conſidered, as adapted to thoſe Times and 
Circumſtances of the Chriſtian Church ; as 
recorded for our Learning indeed, but rather 
to ſhew in what manner the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion ſat out into the World, than for an exact 
Pattern to after Ages. 


HoweEveR, it is withal very certain, that 
ſaving to every Man his Legal Rights, there 
is no Doctrine more inculcated by the Gol- 
pel, than that of Benevolence and Charity, 


AFs iv. 


For it directs its Diſciples to love as Brethren ; i pe. i 


to be pitiful and kind, and ready to do Good, 
even to them that hate them ; that while they 


have time, they ſhould do Good to all Men, andoal vi. 1c 


eſpecially unto them that are of the Houſhold of 
Faith ; 


— —— — _— 
— — 
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Heb. vi. 
10. 


Fuith; that when they ſee their Brother have 


need, they ſhut not up their C:mpaſſion from 
him; and, according to St. Peter in the 
Text, that as every Man hath received the 
Gift, even ſo they ſhould miniſter the ſame one 
to another, as good Stewards of the manifold 
Grace of God. 


In applying which Words, to what they 
are ſo very applicable, iz. that good Work, 
that Labour of Love, which we are here 
met together to celebrate, and to praiſe God 
for, it will be requiſite to obſerve to you 
theſe following Particulars, ig. 


Firſt, Thar every Man's Condition in this 
Life is allotted him by Providence, and 
all the good Things he is poſſeſſed of 
are the Gifts of God. 


Secondly, THAT theſe Gifts are not be. 
ſtowed upon Men abſolutely, but in 
Truſt, and for the Uſes declared in 
God's Word; and therefore that the 
Poſſeſſors of them are oblig'd in Duty 


to miniſter the ſame as good Stewards. 


. Thirdly, Tua r the Exerciſe of ſuch a be- 
neficant and publick Spirit, promotes a 


ge- 


of Charity-Schools. 7 
general Happineſs ; and is a common 
Bleſſing to the World. 


And Laſth, How laudable an Inſtance of 
it is this extenſive Charity ; this nume- 
rous Aſſembly of poor and friendleſs 
Children, which preſents itſelf before 
you. 


Firſt, Tuar every Man's Condition in 
this Life is allotted him by Providence, will 
be readily acknowledged by thoſe, who be- 
lieve the World to be under God's Govern- 
ment; and that with his infinite Power and 
Wiſdom he has the Goodneſs to take par- 
ticular Cognizance of human Affairs. To 
ſuch it can be no Queſtion, but that the Al- 
mighty ordereth all Things both in Heaven 
and Earth, tho many Times, and particu- 
larly in the Concerns of Mankind, his Arm 
be inviſible ; that ſo great is the Bounty of 
God to us his Creatures, ſo tender his Wig 
cern for what befals us, that even the Hairs Mts x. 
of our Head are ut umbred by him, who being gon.” 10. 
over all, is rich 1 unto all. 12. 


As Man indeed is a Creature endued with 
Reaſon, his Maker, who gave it to him, ex- 
pects that he ſhould purſue the Dictates of 

it, 


— 
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it, and make uſe of all fair and proper means 
for obtaining the good Things of this World. 
And to encourage him to do ſo, God has 


for the moſt part favoured Induſtry with 


Prov. x. 4. 


vceleſ. xi. 


Succeſs, and permitted the diligent Hand to 
make rich ; but yet to mantain his Preroga- 
tive, and aſſert his Sovereignty, he ſometimes 
interrupts the Courſe 'of ſecond Cauſes, in 
the civil, as well as in the natural World, 
and ſuffers not the Race to be always to the 
Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, Favour to 
the Skilful, nor Riches to Men of Underſtand- 
ing. 


THo it may ſeem therefore, by the Com- 
petition and Struggle there is among Men, for 
the Things of this World, and by the Care 
they take to qualifie themſelves for Buſineſs, 
that Proſperity and Succeſs is the ſure Effect 
of their Labour, their Diligence or Ingenuity; 
and on the other Hand, that their miſcarry- 
ing, and falling to Decay, is occaſioned 
wholly by their Vice, their Ignorance, or 
their Sloth ; yet it is certain that theſe are 
not the only, nor the moſt powerful Springs 
which human Affairs are moved by, but that 
there is a Maſter of the Works behind the 
Scenes, who contrives and over-rules the 
whole; and tho' he be unſeen, allots to 


every 


J Charity-Schools. © 9g 


every Perſon his Station and Character, and 
the Part he is to act, upon the Theatre of 
this World. 
Now this governing Power, which an 
Heathen would term Fate or Fortune, we 
are taught by true Religion to call Provi- 
dence, 7. e. the Will and Direction of God, 
who having made the World, and created 
Man, has an undoubted Authority over him, 
and aſſures us in his holy Word, that he 
exerts that Authority, giving and taking away, pi, 
humbling one, and exalting another, and doing 
whatſoever pleaſeth him. Pſal. cxv. 
3 
The Rich and the Poor (ſays Solomon in the „, ui 
Book of Proverbs) meet together, the Lord 2. 
ts the Maker of them all; not only the Ma- 
ker of the Men, but the Maker likewiſe of 
their Circumſtances. The Diviſion of the 
World into Rich and Poor, and the different 
Condition and Degrees of Men from the 
higheſt ro the loweſt, is by his Appointment, 
who having Power over the Works of his own gn. i 
Hands, faſhioneth, without Controul, (as the *. 
Potter does the Clay) one Vifſel unto Honour, 
aud another unto Diſhonour. 


| Tur Apoſtle therefore argues very rightly 
in adviſing the Corinthians, 1 Epiſt. and 4 ch. 
1 K B not 


10 
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not to L pied up, nor to think of Men above 
that which is written. For who, ſays he, 
maketh thee to differ from another? and 
what - haſt thou that thou didſt not receive ? 
now if thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou 
glory, as if thou hadſt not received it ? What 
Foundation is there for Pride even in the 
moſt proſperous Man's Circumſtances 2 whoſe 
Acquiſitions and Endowments, and whoſe 
Being itſelf, are at the Mercy of an Al. 
mighty Lord, who, as he gave him all he 
has, can reſume all again, whenever it ſhall 
ſeem agreeable to the Wiſdom of his Provi- 
dence. 


Ax p this may ſuffice for Proof of the 
firſt thing propoſed, ig. That every Man's 
Condition in this Life is allotted him by 
Providence, and all the good things he is 
poſſeſſed of are the Gifts of God. I come 


now to obſerve, 


Secondly, Trar theſe Gifts are not be- 
ſtowed upon Men abſolutely, but in Truſt, 
and for the Uſes declared in God's Word, 


and theref:- re that the Poſſeſſors of them 


are obliged in Duty to miniſter the ſame as 
good Stewards. 


THERE 
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THERE is a great Deſire and Ambition in 
Man to be, if he could, independent, and the 
moſt pleaſing Title his Poſſeſſions can afford 
him, is that of Proprietor and Freeholder- 
But in reſpe& of God, no Man can, with- 
out Vanity and Preſumption, aſſume ſuch 
Titles; for how great ſoever his Poſſeſſions 
are, he is in reality no more than a Steward ; 
the Talents he has are committed to him 
in truſt, and for the Management -of them he 
muſt be reſponſible. 


T x 1s our Bleſſed Saviour illuſtrates by the 
Parable of a Man travelling into a far Country, 
who having called his Servants, and deli- 
vered unto them his Goods, to every Man 
according to his Ability, took his Journey, 
and returning a long time after to reckon 
with them, rewarded every one according 
to the Improvement he had made, and turned 
that ſlothful Servant out of all, who, tho' he 
had not waſted his Talent by Extravagance, 


had negligently let it lie dead and unpro- 
fitable. 


Lier no Man therefore imagine himſelf 
to be at Liberty to do what he pleaſes with 
his Poſſeſſions, nor vainly conelude, that 

3 Whilſt 


15. 


1 


Matt. XxXxVv. 
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whilſt he confumes but his own, it matters 
not how. idly and extravagantly he does it, 
For an Account of each particular will one 
Day be required; when it will be asked, 
what Good the Great, the Powerful, and 
the Rich in this World have been doing, 
Prov. ii. how they have honoured God with their 
9 Subſtance, and ſhewn their good Mill to Men 
Lukex.z7.by Deeds of Mercy? what Alms they have 
given to the Poor, to the denying themſelves 
any Superfluity e 


Ir will avail but little on that Occaſion, 
watt.xxy to reply and ſay, Lord, when ſaw we thee 
37- an hungred, or athirſt, or a Stranger, or naked, 
or fick, and did not miniſter unto thee ; for 
his Anſwer we know will be this, Perily 7 
ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye did it not to 
one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not unto 

me. 


AND indeed, the Obligation of all the re— 
lative Offices between the High and the Low, 
the Rich and the Poor, the Powerful and the 
Helpleſs, and ſuch like, is founded on the 
difference of Mens Condition and Circumſtan- 
ces in this World; is dictated by Natural Re- 
ligion, and enforced by Goſpel Precepts. And 
without this difference of Condition, neither 


the 


—_ 
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the various Offices of Life could be performed, 
nor ſome of the brighteſt Virtues in Religion 
have exerted themſelves, and ſhined before 
Men : For were there a general Equality 
throughout the World, there would be an 
End of the poor Man's exerciſe of Humility, 
Labour, and Patience, as well as of the rich 
Man's Liberality. There would be no farther 
room for Acts of Mercy, were there none in a 
Condition to beſtow, nor any ſtanding in need 
of Relief and Charity. We are not therefore 
to impute the preſent State of Things either 
to a blind Chance, as if it were by Accident, 
or to want of Mercy in Providence, as if it 
were unjuſt, or unkind ; ſince it is ſo very 
accountable why Things ſhould be thus, and 
continue ſo to the End of the World, as our 
Bleſſed Saviour implied they ſhould, when 
he ſaid to his Diſciples, the Poor ye have 
always with you, Matth. xxvi. 11. 


AND if "Things are to continue thus, 
how large a field of Action will there be 
for thoſe who have received the Gifts, to 


minifter the ſame as good Stewards ? How —.ẽ— —æ 


properly will it be the Work of pure Re- 
ligion, and undefiled before God, to viſit the 
Fatherleſs and Widows in their Afittion ? 
Not only to make Men good, but to make 

their 


James i. 
27. 
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their Goodneſs extenſive and communicated ? 
to enlarge their Souls, and excite in them 
a Fellow-feeling of the Wants or Happineſs 
of others * That, as the Apoſtle ſays, every 


Row. w. one may pleaſe his Neighbour for his good to 


Edification ; may rejoice with them that re- 
joice, and mourn with them that mourn, be 
tenderhearted and compaſſionate, and promote 
mutual Happineſs, as being united in one 
myſtical Body, and Members one of another. 


SUCH & beneficent and publick Spirit is the 
ncareſt reſemblance of Providence, the moſt 
Heroick and Godlike Quality; and the Ex- 
erciſe of it, as was propoſed to be obſerved, 
Thirdly, promotes the general Happineſs, and 
is a common Bleſſing to the World. 


Fo indeed, this Virtue, when it is real, 
is a very large and noble one; and ſuppoſes 
in the Man that has it, an univerſal Good-will 
and unlimited Inclination to do Good; a ge- 
nerous Application of the Means afforded by 
Providence, ſuch as Wealth, Power, and Wiſ- 
dom, to carry on theſe Purpoſes; and that it 
be always done from a diſintereſted, a chari- 
table, and pious Principle. 


To 


15 
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T o provide for ourſelves and Families, and 
to be kind and grateful for Benefits received, 
are Duties, and as it were Debts contracted; 
but come not up to the Character of a Publick 
Spirit; which reſtrains not itſelf within the 
Bounds of Kindred, Friends, Benefactors, or 
Favourites; but, going beyond all private 
Regards, launches out into wider Scenes of 
Action, and aims, with a comprehenſive 
Thought, at what will render God's Glory 
more conſpicuous, Religion and Virtue more 
triumphant in the World; his National In- 
tereſts more flouriſhing : At what will reform 
and benefit the Age he lives in, or tranſmit a 


Bleſſing to Poſterity. 
Tusk are the good Effects, and ſuch the 


due Praiſes, of a compaſſionate and bounteous 


Diſpoſition. And how moving an Occaſion, 
how proper and laudable an Inſtance of it, is 
this Extenſive Charity, this numerous Aſſem- 
bly of poor and friendleſs Children, which 


preſents itſelf before you © 


Ir has been the ill Fate of many antient 
Benefactions, to have been given upon erro- 
neous Principles, and to ſuperſtitions Uſes ; 
and of ſome that have been not ſo given, to 
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be miſapplied and perverted from the firſt good 


Deſign. Frequent are the Miſtakes of the 
liberal Hand, and the compaſſionate Heart; 
and numberleſs the Impoſitions of clamorous 
Vagrants, of hypocritical Cries, and counter- 
feit Calamities, Nay, Alms that are given 
in the common Way of Charity, though to 
proper Objects, are a Benefaction to the Body 
only, helping it with Food and Raiment, to 
linger out a Lite, perhaps of little uſe, and 
many times of leſs Comfort ; whereas the 
Bounty here beſtowed is clear of all Suſpicion 
of Fraud or Hypocriſy ; is a Charity to the 
Mind, inſtructing and adorning it with the 
Principles of Piety, Virtue, and good Manners ; 
is a Charity to the Publick, by inſtilling the 
Fear of God and a Senſe of Duty in the mean- 
eſt Ranks of Life, and the lowelt Services; 
nay, is a Charity beneficial even to the Do- 
nors themſelves, by the efficacious Prayers and 
Praiſes offered to God on their account, by 
theſe ſincere and grateful Supplicants, 


Ir was one of the Bleſſings attending our 
happy Deliverance from Superſtition and Arbi- 
trary Power, that ſuch Charity-Schools as 
theſe began then to flouriſh, by the Care and 
Encouragement of ſome well-diſpoſed Perſons, 
who with a Zeal truly Religious, had formed 

| | them- 
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themſelves into a Society for the cultivating of, 
what was then thought worth promoting, 
Chriſtian Knowledge. 


Tus good Deſign aimed at, was to reſtrain 
and find a Remedy, if poſſible, for the grow- 
ing Immorality and Profaneneſs of the Age : 
Many good Laws were made for that purpoſe; 
Proclamations were frequently iſſued forth, 
and a Society for Reformation of Manners was 
with great Zeal and happy Succeſs enter'd into, 
for the carrying on of that laudable Work ; 
and leſt this ſhould prove ineffectual alone for 
the good Purpoſes it was intended, the addi- 
tional Help of another Expedient was thought 
proper, vis. the Encouragement of Charity- 
Schools, in order to train up, and diſpoſe the 
Age to come in favour of Religion, by the 
early Impreſſions of a pious and virtuous Edu- 


cation. 


Tuts Thought took wonderfully at that 
time, and pleaſed every body; and ſo great 
was its Succeſs, as to overcome what nothing 
elſe could conquer, even Party Animoſities. 
Men who ſcarce agreed in any thing elſe, were 
ſeen to concur amicably in furthering this good 
Work; in lending their Aſſiſtance, and contri- 
buting cheerfully their Benevolence towards 

C promoting, 
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Ir was one of the Bleſſings attending our 
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themſelves into a Society for the cultivating of, 
what was then thought worth promoting, 
Chriſtian Knowledge. 
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and find a Remedy, if poſſible, for the grow- 
ing Immorality and Profaneneſs of the Age : 
Many good Laws were made for that purpoſe; 
Proclamations were frequently iſſued forth, 
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and leſt this ſhould prove ineffectual alone for 
the good Purpoſes it was intended, the addi- 
tional Help of another Expedient was thought 
proper, vis. the Encouragement of Charity- 
Schools, in order to train up, and diſpoſe the 
Age to come in favour of Religion, by the 


early Impreſſions of a pious and virtuous Edu- 


cation. 


Tuts Thought took wonderfully at that 
time, and pleaſed every body; and ſo great 
was its Succeſs, as to overcome what nothing 
elſe could conquer, even Party Animoſities. 
Men who ſcarce agreed in any thing elſe, were 
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Work; in lending their Aſſiſtance, and contri- 
buting cheerfully their Benevolence towards 

C promoting, 
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promoting, in this way, the Glory of God, and 
the Intereſt of their common Chriſtianity, 


Txvs Things ſtood for many Years, Cha- 
rity-Schools meeting, every where, with Ap- 
probation and Encouragement ; till at length 
the Spirit of Diſaffection unhappily found its 
way into this Quarter. Some of the Perſons 
employed in theſe Truſts were ſuſpected, and 
perhaps not undeſervedly, of being no Friends 
to our Proteſtant Government ; and that their 
Principles might lead them to inſinuate and 
teach what they ought not; and to pervert 
the Charities of well-diſpoſed ' Perſons to a 


ſeditious Uſe. 


THr1s was the firſt Prejudice taken againſt 
Charity-Schools : But as this Evil complained 
of was great, ſo, God be thanked, we may, 
I believe, truly ſay it has been effectually 
cured; at leaſt as far as the Principles of Men 
can be diſcovered and ſearched into, all poſſi- 
ble Care has been taken to remove diſaffected 
Teachers, and to guard againſt ſuch dangerous 
Aſſiſtances for the Time to come. 


Astcon p Accuſation brought againſt theſe 
Schools, was, that the Children were taught 
too much, and too fine Singing at Church; and 

this 
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this was certainly true, and owing to the Im- 
prudence, the Vanity, or the Deſign, of thoſe 
who were intruſted with the Care of them. 
Single Anthems, and Hymns compoſed on pur- 
poſe, were introduced into the Parochial Ser- 
vice ; and ſuch a Study of, and Skill in Muſick 
affected, as not one in an Hundred of them 
could hope to get their Bread by; and was 
enough to ſpoil and unqualify the reſt for the 
Buſineſs and Work they were to go to. But 
as this Objection was properly made, ſo we 
conceive now that it has been fully anſwered; 
ſince an End has been put to ſuch indifcrect 
Doings, and the Children have been confined, 
by Authority, to the Uſe of plain Pſalm-Tunes 


only. 


ANoTtHER Fault found with theſe Schools, 
and of late much complained of, is, that the 
manner of Education ſets the Children above, 
or diverts them from, the Buſineſs of the 
Spade, the Plough, and of Day-Labour. That 
while Trades, and all other Employs are over- 
ſtock d, Husbandry is deſtitute of Hands ; and 
the Tillage of the Ground, by which the 
whole Kingdom ſubſiſts, is become very difti- 
cult, more expenſive than ever, and in ſoms 
Places almoſt impracticable. 


(2% BurT 
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Bur if this be owing to Charity-Schools, 
to the Piety and Learning of the Nation, as it 
much more probably is to its Vice, its Luxury, 
and Prodigality; it is a Matter, however, 
which thoſe I am now ſpeaking to, are very 
little concerned in. For it is certain, I be- 
lieve, that in theſe two great Cities, and 
perhaps it may be ſo in other trading 'Towns, 
and Sea-Ports, the pooreſt Children born here, 
have never any of them, before Charity-Schools 
were thought of, been ſent to Plough ; but 
either Trades, or Services, or the Sea, have 
continually taken off all, and more than all 
they have produced. 


Ir it be otherwiſe in the Country, where- 
ever the Evil and Inconvenience is really 
found, a better Regulation and effectual Re- 
medy ought no doubt to be applied; either by 
allotting ſet Days or Hours only for Inſtruction; 
by keeping a certain Number of the Children, 
and by turns always at work, and thus 
enuring them to the Buſineſs of Husbandry be- 
times. And, that they may be above no kind 
of Labour, their Dreſs ſhould be little regarded 
on Week-days ; they ſhould attend School at 
leiſure Hours only, and at ſuch time as their 
Friends have no Work for them; and ſhould be 


taught 


* 
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taught no more than juſt their Prayers, and their 
Catechiſm, and to read their Bible, and to write 
plain and legibly ; and as ſoon as ever they 
are of Years,and big enough, ſhould be dif- 
miſled the School ; and betake themſelves to 


carn their Bread, by any kind of honeſt La- 
bour they can get to be employ'd in. | 


1 


So little Inſtruction as this, ſo low a degree 
of Learning, might, one would think, be ſafe- 
ly taught, without danger of its inſpiring an 
undue Elevation of Mind, any Conceit or 
Vanity. A much higher Attainment and Pri- 
vilege, that of Religion, of being adopted 
Children of God, and Heirs of the Promiſes, uus. vii 
is agreed to alter no Perſon's Condition in this 17. 
Life; is conſiſtent with the meaneſt Station, 
and the hardeſt Labour, and the moſt conſtant 
Toil and Drudgery that is undergone ; nay, 
what is more, has a Tendency and Power to 
carry Men through the ſtraiteſt Circumſtances 
and the loweſt Fortune, with Humility, Chear- 
fulneſs, and Reſignation. ie are by one Spi- 
rit, ſays the Apoſtle, baptized into one Body, 
whether bond or free, 1 Cor. xii. 13. Let as 
many Servants, ſays he, as are under the 
Toke, count their own Maſters worthy of all 
Honour, 1 Tim. vi. 1. And better, ſays the 


Son of Sirach, is he that laboureth and abound- 
e eth 
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eth in all things, than he that boaſteth him- 
ſelf and wanteth Bread, Eccluſ. x. 27. 


THrtse are the common Prejudices, and 
chief Grounds of Complaint againſt this mo- 
dern and excellent Charity ; and which, in 
no great Number of Years, from being ex- 
ceeding popular, have brought it into ſome 
Diſcredit. It will be the proper Buſineſs 
therefore, as I hope it has hitherto been, of 
you, who have now the Care of theſe Schools, 
to conduct them with ſo much Wiſdom, as 
to keep clear of the paſt Errors, and not 
to fall into any new ones. 'That they may 
regain the Favour and Eſteem they fate out 
with, and enjoyed. for many Years; and may 
ſtill find Benefactors to ſupport and encou- 
rage them. That while you are employed 

1 in this Labour of Love, and are miniſtring in 
"this Stewardſhip, the Higher Powers may, 
take no Umbrage, nor your Country appre— 
hend any Prejudice. That all Matter f 

i Ther, v. QPence, all Appearances of it, may be alſtain'd 

22. from, and your Good, as the Apoſtle anos, 

2 2 not to be evil Holen of. 

Nor, I mean deſervedly; for evil ſpoken 
of you will, and muſt expect to be, and that 


Mer vill for Jour Works ſake, in this corrupt, this un- 


believing, 
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believing, and /nful Generation. For, beſides 
the ſpecious Arguments, and pretended Diſ- 
likes, ſuggeſted by Avarice, or Hard hearted- 
neſs; you are to engage with a numerous 
Hoſt of Oppoſers and Adverſaries upon Prin- 
ciple. Your educating theſe Children in the 
Fear of God, with a Reverence for 'Things 
ſacred, and under the Awe and Influence of 
Religion, will make you the proper Objects 
of the Deriſion and Obloquy of profane, li- 
centious Scoffers, 'The zealous and blind- 
folded Proſelytes of Rome will accuſe and 
condemn you, for teaching theſe Children to 


read, what they would not ſuffer them to 


look into, the Holy Bible. They who ſepa- 
rate from our Communion, and diſapprove 
of our Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, will have the 
leſs liking to theſe Schools, when they con- 
ſider them as ſo many Nurſeries of Confor- 
mity. And the pretended Advocates of Rea- 
ſon, and the Light of Nature, will be ſure 
to be your Enemies, for the Creed and the 
Catechiſm you teach; for the Service you 
are doing to Revealed Religion, and the 
Foundations you lay for Chriſtianity. 


ALL this Oppoſition will, I ſay, be tht 
natural Reſult of the faithful Execution of 
your Office; is a Teſtimony of the good 

Cauſe 


— 
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Cauſe you are engaged in; and the more 
diligent and ſucceſsful you are, the more 
ſerviceable you prove to God, the more you 


will certainly incur the Hatred and Enmity 
of the Devil. 


Lr it, however, be no great Diſcourage- 
ment to you to be reproached, or to ſuffer 


for well-doing. But rather approve yourſelves, 


as the Apoſtle adviſes, 2 Cor. vi. by a patient 
Continuance in it, by perſevering under the 
Power of God, and the Armour of Righ- 
teouſneſs, to glorify your heavenly Father, 
by Honour and Diſhonour ; by evil Report, 
and good Report; as Deceivers, and yet 
true. And maroel not, my Brethren, if the 


2 World hate you ; but let it be your Conſola- 


tion and your Joy ; neither to be overcome 
by, nor conformed to it. 


THz training up of poor and friendleſs 
Children in the Ways of Inſtruction, of Vir- 
tue and Religion, is a good Work you 
need never be aſhamed of, is a Charity dic- 
tated by human Nature, applauded by ſound 
Reaſon, and what will ſtand the Teſt of the 
ſtricteſt Examination. It is indeed the nobleſt 
Inſtance of a Spirit truly Great and Publick ; 

is 


n 
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is a Patriotiſm without Envy, Ambition, or 
mercenary Motives. 


May the Hearts and Hands therefore of 
all that wiſh well to the promoting of the 
Fear of God, and Chriſtian Knowledge, be 
ever open for the Maintenance and Encourage- 
ment of theſe Charities ; may the Care and 
Direction of them be always intruſted with 
ſuch as will miniſter the ſame as good Stew- 
ards; and may the gracious Favour of he 


Father of the Fatherleſs go along with, and, 
ſo proſper this uſeful and: excellent Undertak- 
ing; that this whole Aſſembly of Children, 


and all others in theſe Circumſtances, and 
under the like Tuition, may fully anſwer the 
pious Purpoſes of their Patrons and Bene- 
factors; may behave: otherwiſe in whatever 
Labour or Service they ſhall be employ'd in, 
than the undiſciplined and uninſtructed; and 
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become, in time, Nn. of good Works a 1. 18. 


themſelves. 


S o ſhall all, who are concerned in the 
Support and Management of theſe Schools, 
find Comfort and Satisfaction in the chari- 
table Work they have ſet their Hands to ; be 
duly honoured with the Thanks and Praiſes 

D of 
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of all good Men; and ſee the happy Effect 
of their Labour ſhine conſpicuous before Men, 
in the Growth of Virtue, the Increaſe of 
Good Manners, and the Amendment of a 
diſſolute Age, and conſequently the Glory of 
Almighty God, which, whatſoever we do, all 
is to be done to, will be advanced and magni- 
fied ; his great and venerable Name be more 
duly hallowed; his Kingdom ſooner come ; and 
his holy Will be ' done in Barth, as it ir in 
Heaven. 4 


AND that all this may be effectually 

brought to paſs, for the Improvement 

of our Happineſs here, and for the 

Eternal Enjoyment of it hereafter, 

God of his infinite Mercy grant, for 

the ſake of our Lord ms Chriſt, 
Amen. 


